


The Challenge
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§ 56% of teachers expect three quarters of 
students in their schools will need 
remediation.

§ 42% of potential first-generation college 
students do not plan on college.

§ Only 23% of teachers expect three-quarters 
of students in their schools to graduate 
from college.
MetLife, Inc. (May 2011). The MetLife survey of the American teacher: Preparing students for college and careers. 
New York, NY: MetLife, Inc.



“… a good education for all citizens 

is critical to the perpetuation of  

democracy.” 

Mary Catherine Swanson, AVID Founder
The San Diego Union-Tribune, Sept. 10, 2002

The Impact of Higher Education
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Why college readiness?

Will every student pursue higher education? 
Not necessarily. 

Should every student be prepared for and have 
the option to attend college or pursue higher 
education? 

Absolutely!
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College Readiness Defined

§ College readiness: the level of 
preparation a student needs to enroll 
and succeed—without remediation—in a 
credit-bearing general education course 
at a postsecondary institution that 
offers a baccalaureate degree or 
transfer to a baccalaureate program.

Dr. David Conley, Defining College Readiness
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Barriers to Higher Education

§ Teacher and school perceptions
§ Family fears/lack of resources
§ The peer group
§ Lack of academic preparation
§ “The Hidden Curriculum”
§ Increased competition for 

college spaces
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[L. avidus]:  eager for knowledge

Advancement Via Individual Determination



What is AVID? 

§ A school-wide college readiness system
§ A structured approach to rigorous 

curriculum
§ Direct support structure for 

first-generation college students
§ Professional learning for educators
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AVID closes the achievement gap
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AVID. (2014). AVID senior data collection: Study of 36,450 AVID seniors [Electronic Database]. 
Greene, J.P. and Forster, G. (2003). Public high school graduation and college readiness rates in the United States (Report No. 3). New York: Manhattan Institute 
for Policy Research. *Filipino and Other not classified by Greene  and Forster (2003)
National data represents the most current comprehensive data available 

2014 AVID Elective seniors completing 
four-year college entrance requirements
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What does AVID do?

§ Develops readers and writers
§ Develops deep content knowledge
§ Teaches content-specific strategies

for reading, writing, thinking, 
and speaking

§ Develops habits, skills, and 
behaviors to use knowledge 
and abilities
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How AVID Works

§ Accelerates under-achieving students who have 
potential into more rigorous courses 

§ Teaches academic and social skills not targeted in 
other classes

§ Provides intensive support with in-class tutors and 
a strong student/teacher relationship

§ Creates a positive peer group for students

§ Develops a sense of hope and personal achievement
gained through hard work and determination
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2014 AVID Elective Seniors

§ 91% plan to enroll in a college or university
• 61% plan to enroll in a four-year university
• 30% plan to enroll in a two-year college
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AVID. (2014). AVID senior data collection: Study of 36,448 AVID seniors [Electronic Database]. 



Where is AVID?
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AVID impacts more than 800,000 students  in 
44 states and 16 other countries/U.S. territories



The AVID Elective Student Profile

Has academic potential

n Average to high test scores

n 2.0–3.5 GPA 

n College potential with support

n Desire and determination
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The AVID Elective Student Profile

Meets one or more of the following criteria:

§ First in family to attend college

§ Historically underserved 
in four-year colleges

§ Low-income

§ Special circumstances



WICOR
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Writing
§ Writing process (prewrite to final draft)
§ Respond, revise
§ Edit, final draft
§ Cornell notes
§ Quickwrites
§ Learning logs, journals

WICOR



Inquiry
§ Skilled questioning
§ Socratic Seminars
§ Quickwrites/discussions
§ Critical-thinking activities
§ Writing questions
§ Open-minded activities

WICOR



Collaboration
§ Group projects
§ Response/edit/revision groups
§ Collaboration activities
§ Tutorials
§ Study groups
§ Jigsaw activities
§ Read-arounds

WICOR



Organization
Tools
§ Binders
§ Calendars, planners, agendas
§ Graphic organizers
Methods
§ Focused note-taking system
§ Tutorials, study groups
§ Project planning, SMART goals

WICOR



Reading
§ SQ5R (Survey, Question, 

Read, Record, Recite, 
Review, Reflect)

§ KWL (What I Know; 
What to Learn; Learned)

§ Reciprocal teaching
§ Think-alouds
§ Text structure
§ Critical reading

WICOR




