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This is a “headcount” for lack of better term, as of 9/19/2016.

On the General Education Aid side of things, the district receives funding based on Average 

Daily Membership or ADMs.

An ADM is a different type of enrollment number.  Both are valid but each have different 

reporting requirements and uses by MDE.
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This gives you a breakdown of where those 1,054 elementary students are being served in 

the district as of 9/19/2016.
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The short version is that our enrollment has been declining.  

We have been talking about this for years.

People are having smaller families than they used to.  

The 11x17 one page bar graph handout provides a history of fall enrollment counts from 

the fall of 1980 to the fall of 2015.

These numbers were pulled from the MN Department of Education website or through 

direct inquiry with the department.
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So we know our enrollment is declining…..but at what rate.

Keep in mind that this is a comparison of FALL enrollment numbers

This slides gives you the average annual enrollment change.  

The total change in enrollment during each of these 5 year periods is as follows:

• 1981-1986:  -7.22%

• 1986-1991:  +5.49%

• 1991-1996:  -3.03%

• 1996-2001:  -4.91%

• 2001-2006:  -14.82%

• 2006-2011:  -13.51%

• 2011-2016:  -6.340%
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These numbers are ADM estimates – the numbers used to estimate general education aid 

rather than fall counts

If you were to compare these numbers to the numbers in the most recent demographic 

book, they will not match.

This is because I have better, more up to date data now than I did when that book was 

being prepared.

At this point I am anticipating that enrollment is going to level off.
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The most recent demographic book was provided to task force members – best for 

historical information, the projections are old the minute it is printed.

Previous demographic books are available on the WAPS website on the Superintendent’s 

page.

The MN Department of Education also has enrollment data.

If looking at MDE reports, I would caution you to make sure you know the type of 

enrollment number you are looking at (headcount vs ADM vs WADM).
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